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Methodology

This poll was carried using an online approach on 19t to 24t March 2026.

BMG surveyed a nationally representative sample of 1,001 respondents in
Wales, aged 16 and above

Weighting was applied based on:

« Age group x gender

* Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)

« Wales region (North Wales, South Wales)
* Urban-rural

« Past vote in 2024 UK election.
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Exec summary (1)

Welsh public back renewable
energy by a large margin - and
this holds across voters of every

party

All renewable energy sources
command majority support; fossil
less popular

The public wrongly think Wales is
above UK renewables average —
showing potential for a powerful
'falling behind’ message

Wales’s natural suitability, lower
bills and cleaner air lead benefits,
while cost and landscape impact
are the main concerns
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71% say renewable development should increase. Just 6% want it to decrease.
58% want Wales's energy future to be mainly or exclusively renewable, with only 9% wanting a predominantly non-
renewable approach.

Even among those intending to back Reform in May’s Senedd election, 59% support increased development — lower
than the average, but still a comfortable majority.

Every renewable source tested - from hydropower (82%) to onshore wind (65%) - commands majority support for more
investment. Meanwhile, support for investment in each of the non-renewable sources falls well below half.

North Sea oil and gas is the most popular non-renewable source (47%), far ahead of imported oil and gas (22%). This
suggests the typical Welsh voter strongly supports both expanding renewables, but is also comfortable, even if a bit less
enthusiastic, in increasing North Sea drilling, rather than seeing it as an either/or choice.

44% think the percentage of electricity generated from renewables in Wales is higher than the UK average, while only
18% correctly identify that it is lower. In reality, Wales (33%) lags noticeably behind the UK (50%).

Results elsewhere in the polling suggest a widely held view that Wales has the natural resources to be a renewable
leader, creating a gap with current reality and ‘untapped potential’.

The three most-cited benefits are natural suitability for wind, solar and tidal (30%), reducing air pollution (29%), and
protecting against future bill spikes (27 %)

The biggest concerns are landscape and wildlife impact (both 28%) and cost, whether upfront expense (26%) or higher
bills (22%). This is notable given that lower bills is also a top benefit, suggesting uncertainty among voters about whether
renewables will make energy cheaper or more expensive.
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Executive summary (2)

Awareness of community benefit
schemes is very low - and most
people underestimate what wind
farms return to communities

Underground cables are popular
in principle, but cost information
dramatically shifts opinion
towards overhead pylons

All nine tested messages are
persuasive. But messages on jobs,
bills and Wales's natural
advantages resonate most - more
so than climate framing

A
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Awareness of community benefit schemes is very low: 76% have either never heard of them (44%) or have heard of
them but aren't sure what they mean (32%), with only 17% having any meaningful understanding of how they work

People also significantly underestimate what the average wind farms return: 82% underestimate how much
communities receive relative to post-tax profit. 58% think it is 10p or less per £1, a fraction of the true figure.

When told the real figure (37p per £1), 65% say they would be more likely to support a local renewable energy project.

The survey used a split-sample experiment where half of respondents were shown the cost difference between
undergrounding and overhead pylons before being asked their preference. Without cost information 53% prefer
underground cables; once participants are told they cost approximately five times more than overhead pylons, support falls

to 29% and preference for pylons rises sharply to 43%.

57% then said they are unwilling to pay more on their bills to fund undergrounding, rising to 66% among Reform voters.
So, while undergrounding appeals to voters in the abstract, the argument for undergrounding, if informational round costs
is made available voters may take a different view.

Every message tested produces a strongly positive NET score, ranging from +65 to +51, meaning there is no message
that many say is unpersuasive. The question then becomes which of a strong set of arguments are most persuasive.

The strongest messages frame renewables as a practical opportunity for Wales: making the most of the country's natural
wind and sea resources (+65), bringing bills down over the long term (+64), and creating skilled jobs in post-industrial
communities (+63).

The weakest message was Wales contributing its fair share to the global challenge of protecting the climate, scoring +51.
So, while climate framing is not toxic; it is the least effective argument available and the one most likely to put off already
sceptical audiences.

Some messages have disproportionate appeal specific sets of voters: local growth and Welsh business opportunities has
particular appeal for those intending to back Reform in May (+55); while the community benefit reinvestment message is
particular popular with voters saying they intend to vote Plaid (+73).
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People in Wales back increased renewable energy development by a large margin

What should happen to renewable development in Wales

- 41%

30%

Those in rural areas were more likely to
want renewable energy development to
increase a lot (37% vs 27% for urban).

18%

6%

5%
- - -
Increase a lot Increase somewhat Stay about the same Decrease somewhat Decrease a lot Don’t know
LN N J
—>\I‘2enewableUK A02. Overall, should the amount of renewable energy development in Wales increase, decrease, or stay about the same? = = . B M G
V. CYMRU Base: All respondents (1001)
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Support for renewable development spans the political spectrum - even among prospective
Reform voters, a comfortable majority favour increased development

What should happen to renewable development in Wales by voting intent in 2026 Senedd Election

7%

I
12%

Labour Plaid Green Conservatives Undecided / Reform
Cymru Party Prefer not to say UK

® Increase m Stay about the same Decrease mDon't know

\\‘ AQ2. Overall, should the amount of renewable ener i i = :’
N . , gy development in Wales increase, decrease, or stay about the same?
V. Re"ewab!;%% Base: All respondents (1001). Liberal Democrats not charted due to low base size. ——
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Even for those close to renewable energy projects, desire to increase development holds
firm — though opposition is a little higher

What should happen to renewable development in Wales by proximity
to renewables projects

6%

10%

18%

Total Close to renewable Not close to renewable
energy development energy development
® Increase m Stay about the same Decrease ® Don't know -l _
\\‘ A02. Overall, should the amount of renewable energy development in Wales increase, decrease, or stay about the same? — — B M G “
— RenewableUK Base: All respondents (1001). Respondents were asked whether they lived near a renewable project to determine proximity. - o
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Most want a mixed, renewables-focused energy system for the future — very few want
a predominantly non-renewable approach

Views on energy future for Wales in the next 20 years

Men suggested mainly non-renewable
(8%) and exclusively fossil fuels (5%), but
this is still lower than amount who wanted
a renewable-focused energy future.

24%

21%

6%
- =
Exclusively Mainly renewable energy, A roughly Mainly non-renewable,  Exclusively fossil fuels Don’t know
renewable with some fossil fuels equal balance with some fossil fuels and nuclear energy
energy and nuclear energy and nuclear energy
A05. Electricity demand in Wales is expected to increase, with some projections suggesting energy consumption will more than double by 2050. Thinking ==0 B M G
I . ¢

; RenewableUK  about the future of energy in Wales, what should the aim be in the next 20 years?
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Though most want a mainly or exclusively renewable energy future for Wales, this differs by
party support

Views on energy future for Wales in the next 20 years, by party support

16%
15% 21% 25%
20%

Green Labour Plaid Conservatives Undecided / Reform
Party Cymru Prefer not to say UK
= Mainly or exclusively renewable energy ® A roughly equal balance = Mainly or exclusively non-renewable = Don't know
HNe oo
->\I.2enewabIeUK AO05. Electricity demand in Wales is expected to increase, with some projections suggesting energy consumption will more = = ° B M G
Vs cymru than double by 2050. Thinking about the future of energy in Wales, what should the aim be in the next 20 years?

: . an RSK company
Base: All respondents (1001). Liberal Democrats not charted due to low base size.



All renewable sources command majority support, while support falls below half for non-
renewables — especially imported oil and gas

Support for investment in different energy sources in Wales

~~
Q Hycropover T
% Solar power 15% 6% I)
© risai eneray 5% (5%
~

@ Offshore wind turbines 16% 8% 3% Renewable
Biomass eneray o W | sourees
@ orcor wind turbines "% 2
) North Sea of and gas 2% 6%
Small modular nuclear reactors 22% -
E@g Large-scale nuclear power plants 34% - Non renewable
imported o and gas a0 | e

®m Support ®m Neither support nor oppose Oppose = Don't know

\\. A06. To what extent would you support or oppose investment in the following energy sources in Wales? Weighted base: Offshore wind ==0 B M G
7 RenewableUK turbines (1001), Onshore wind turbines (1001), Hydropower (485), Biomass energy (499), Large-scale nuclear power plants (481), Small =T

CYMRU modular nuclear reactors (1001), Tidal energy (515), Solar energy (1001), North sea oil and gas (497), Imported oil and gas (526). an RSK company



Support for investment in renewables sources is strong irrespective of party support.
Reform supporters are notably more likely to back North Sea oil and gas.

Support for investment in renewable energy sources by voting intent in 2026 Senedd Election (% support)

Plaid

Energy type Cymru Labour Conservatives

® Hydropower 92% 97%
@ Solar power 84%

€ Offshore wind turbines 82%

% Tidal energy 84% 90% 88% 79%

L® Biomass energy 68% 83% 72% 73%

@) Onshore wind turbines 73% 82% 72% 56%

North Sea oil and gas 37% 44% 31% 74%

Small modular nuclear reactors 51% 47% 44% 61%

Large-scale nuclear power plants 37% 36% 22% 52%

Imported oil and gas 21% 28% 35% 35%

Imports are unpopular no matter your political persuasion.

A06. To what extent would you support or oppose investment in the following energy sources in Wales? e e e
Weighted base: Offshore wind turbines (1001), Onshore wind turbines (1001), Hydropower (485), Biomass energy (499), Large-scale nuclear power 1 B M G
plants (481), Small modular nuclear reactors (1001), Tidal energy (515), Solar energy (1001), North sea oil and gas (497), Imported oil and gas (526), T_——
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A clear majority in Wales support approving new onshore wind and solar projects. While
lower, this includes a majority of Reform voters

Whether Wales should stop approving or continue approving onshore wind and solar projects, by 2026 Senedd voting intention

Total 12%

Reform UK

Green Party 11%

Welsh Conservatives

Plaid Cymru

Welsh Labour 7%

= Wales should continue approving new onshore wind and solar (alongside other sources), because stopping new projects would be more likely to push bills up and weaken energy security.
m Neither
® Wales should stop approving new onshore wind farms and solar farms, because doing so would be more likely to make energy more affordable and secure.

® Don't know

N DO02. Thinking about Wales’s energy future, which of the following comes closest to your view? e e ¢ B M G
7 RenewableUK Base: All respondents (1001). Liberal Democrats not charted due to low base size. — 11
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The Welsh public wrongly believe the percentage of electricity generated from renewables
Is higher in Wales than the UK average

Perceptions of renewable electricity generation in Wales vs. UK average
Reaction in focus groups

Higher than UK average 44% _ : -
When the reality that Wales generates 33% of its electricity

from renewable energy compared to 50% in the United
Kingdom in focus groups, it both surprised and disappointed
participants.

About the same as UK average 27% This gap creates a clear opportunity for ‘loss aversion’
messaging focused on the risk of Wales falling behind.

‘ ‘ | think it must be higher [than the UK] [...] | can’t think of any
other way [than wind turbines] we generate power in Wales.

Lower than UK average 18% (REFORM CONSIDERER)

It's a surprise [...] because as | say, | don’t know of any
other methods of energy production in Wales. | can’t think
of the name of a power station in Wales. You know what
' Q you call a standard coal fired, gas fired, nuclear power
Don't know 1% station. | can’t think of one.

(REFORM CONSIDERER)

\\. mme oo
-— RenewableUK AO01. Electricity can be generated from both renewable and non-renewable sources. Do you think the percentage of electricity generated from - — B M ( ;
V
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While multiple potential benefits appeal, the top factors are Wales's natural suitability for
renewables, cutting bills, and reducing pollution

Potential benefits of renewable energy ranked high to low by appeal

As a clean energy source, it reduces air pollution _ 29%
It could lower energy bills over time and protect against future _ 279
price spikes °
It helps tackle climate change by reducing reliance on oil and _ 249,
gas °
It is better for future generations _ 22%
It strengthens energy security, limiting exposure to price _ 20%
spikes (i.e. during wars) 0
Creates new skilled jobs - especially in communities affected _ 18%
by industrial decline 0
Benefits the local economy _ 17%
Good for Wales to lead the way / show what’s possible to _ 16%
other countries 0
Keeps Wales competitive in the fast-growing clean energy _ 15%
sector 0

Creates new opportunities for Welsh businesses (e.g. _ 13%
manufacturing, construction, maintenance) 0

_ . _ . Underlines low awareness of
Provides funding for local community projects - 7% community benefit schemes.
\\‘ mmeee
— RenewableUK A03. Thinking about renewable energy, which of the following potential benefits appeal to you most? —t— B M ( B
ey CYMRU  Base: All respondents (1001) o [R5 < ceaey



Voters of different parties place more and less emphasis on certain benefits

Potential benefits of renewable energy in Wales by voting intent in 2026 Senedd Election

Potential benefits Plaid Cymru Labour Conservatives

Wales is well suited to wind, solar and tidal power

As a clean energy source, it reduces air pollution

It could lower energy bills over time and protect against future price spikes

It helps tackle climate change by reducing reliance on oil and gas

It is better for future generations

It strengthens energy security, limiting exposure to price spikes (i.e. during wars)
Creates new skilled jobs — especially in communities affected by industrial decline 18% 15% 21% 18%
Benefits the local economy 17% 16% 22% 16%
Good for Wales to lead the way / show what'’s possible to other countries 16% 23% 21% 18%

Keeps Wales competitive in the fast-growing clean energy sector 15% 14% 18% 11%

Crgates new opportunities for Welsh businesses (e.g. manufacturing, construction, 13% 10% 1% 13%
maintenance)

Provides funding for local community projects 7% 7% 3% 7%

\ . LN N J
-— RenewableUK AQ3. Thinking about renewable energy, which of the following potential benefits appeal to you most? ==. B M G n
ey CYMRU Base: All respondents (1001). Liberal Democrats not charted due to low base size. an RSK company



The biggest concerns around renewables are the impact on the landscape and natural
environment, alongside expense, bill impact and reliability

Potential drawbacks / concerns of renewable energy ranked high to low

It can damage the local landscape or countryside [ 28%
It can harm wildiffe or the natural environment - [ 28%
itis too expensive - [ 26%
It could increase energy bills _ 22% Concern about rising bills is also quite
Renewable energy is not reliable enough (it depends on the _ 22% hlg-h os (-:Oncem anc @ b-eneflt
weather) ° - this remains a contested issue.
Local communities do not benefit enough from these projects _ 16%

It could lead to job losses in industries that still rely on fossil _ 13%
fuels before new, secure, long-term jobs are available °

Planning decisions do not properly take local views into account _ 13% Voters intending to vote Plaid Cymru are more
_ . . likely than average to cite concerns about the
It can have an impact on house prices [N 13% natural environment (42%) or potential damage to
o
| would not want these developments near where | live _ 10% landscape (31%).
Those intending to vote Reform UK are more
It will not make a meaningful difference to climate change - [ 9% likely to raise cost (38%), reliability (32%), it not
: : : . o
It can have an impact on tourism _ 8% making a meaningful difference to climate (17%),

and possible damage of local landscape (29%).
Wales should focus on other energy sources instead - 4%

\\‘ A04. Thinking about renewable energy, which of the following potential drawbacks concern you most? ==. B M G
> Renewa b!:?Hn% Base: All respondents (1001) ——

an RSK company



A

— RenewableUK
/. CYMRU

"% Commun ity
“* Benefit




Awareness of community benefit schemes linked to renewable projects is very low

Awareness of community benefit schemes linked to renewable projects

| have never heard of it 44%
76%

| have heard it but not sure

what it means 32%

. - -
Awareness is even
_- lower amongst those
not living near
renewable projects
2% (78% have never heard

| have a general
understanding

| have a very good
understanding — can
explain it clearly to

unsure what it means
vs 72% among those
Don’t know . A who say they live near).
\\. BO1. Have you heard about community benefit schemes linked to renewable energy projects? Do you have an idea of what = : * n
7 Renewab‘lgh% these are? Base: All respondents (1001) - B M G
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Most significantly underestimate how much of a wind farm’s post-tax profits are returned to
local communities

Perceived share of onshore wind farm profits going to local communities

True amount or higher 18%

58% of respondents
believe communities
Less than true amount receive 10p or less for 82%
every £1 of post-tax
profit an onshore wind

farm makes
‘ B02. For every £1 in post-tax profit an onshore wind farm in Wales makes, how many pence, on average, do you think typically goes to the local e e e
= ==.BMG
<; RenewableUK community in community benefits? Base: All respondents (1001). 1T
CYMRU

B03. Knowing this, would this make you more or less likely to support a renewable energy project in your area? Base: All respondents (1001). an RSK company
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Most recognise underground cables are more expensive — but a notable minority think they
cost the same or less.

Perceived cost of overhead pylons vs underground cables

29%

24%

14%
8% 8%
2%
Underground cables Underground cables They would Overhead pylons would Overhead pylons Don’t know
would be much more would be somewhat cost about the be somewhat more would be much more
expensive more expensive same price expensive expensive
\. mmeoe

_) RenewableUK CO01. Which do you think would typically be more expensive: installing overhead pylons or underground cables? —t— B M G
V CYMRU Base: All respondents (1001)
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Cost information substantially shifts preferences towards overhead pylons

Preference for cabling or pylons by whether shown cost information

Prefer overhead 43%

pylons 14%

23%
No preference
29%

Prefer underground ek

6% With cost information
Don't know
. 5% m Without cost information
\. C01. Which do you think would typically be more expensive: installing overhead pylons or underground cables? e e e
—RenewableUK  Base: All respondens (1001) ==.BMGC E&
CYMRU
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Cost information causes an uplift in support for overhead pylons, but this does differ by

party support.

Percentage point
difference 56% +43% +38% +28% +27% +26% +8%
points points points points points points
47%
38%
30%
22%
15% 17%
(0] (0]
Total Welsh Labour Unsure/ Not yet decided / Green Party Reform UK Plaid Cymru Welsh Conservatives
PNTS
With cost information ~ ®m Without cost information
\. XX
—\— RenewableUK CO01. Which do you think would typically be more expensive: installing overhead pylons or underground cables? —t— B M G
ey CYMRU Base: All respondents (1001). Liberal Democrats not charted due to low base size.
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Most voters are unwilling to pay more to fund undergrounding - though views vary by
party support

Willingness to pay a little more on energy bills for undergrounding cables -
by Senedd Election voting intent

Total 57%
(1)
Reform UK 66% Your latest energy
bill is ready
Welsh 579
Conservatives ¢ kY aiperod,
Plaid Cymru 51%
Green Party 50%
Not willing = Willing = Don't know

\\‘ C03. Undergrounding cables is estimated to cost around five times as much as building overhead pylons in one estimate. If new energy infrastructure used — — B M G 27
7 RenewableUK underground cables, how willing would you be to pay slightly higher energy bills to cover the additional cost? 1)
CYMRU Base: All respondents (1001). Liberal Democrats not charted due to low base size. an RSK company
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“Fair share” climate messaging performs poorly; messages on Welsh weather suitability,
jobs creation and energy security are most persuasive

Messages rated by how persuasive they are (sorted by NET score) NET* Persuasive  NOt
—_— persuasive
... make the most of Wales weather and natural wind and sea resources, 0 G + 0 0
rather than letting the opportunity pass by 37% 17% 65 2% 7%
... help bring bills down over the long term, making energy more affordable for 349 16% +64 Y@L 8%
working people 0 0
... create skilled, well-paid and much needed jobs across in towns that have 0 o + o o
seen factories and heavy industry close 41% 19% 63 70% 7%
... strengthen Wales's energy security by reducing reliance on imported fossil ° + 0 o
fuels 35% 20% 61 69% 8%
... support communities across Wales - with 37p for every £1 of profit ° o ) 0
reinvested into community benefit funds 39% 19% +60 69% 9%
... cut Wales's reliance on unstable oil and gas supplies, helping protect o o 0 0
households from price spikes 33% 20% +60 68% 8%
... will cut harmful air pollution, giving families across Wales cleaner air and o ) )
better health 34% 21% +60 68% 8%
... boosting local growth in Wales by attracting investment, providing 0 a
opportunities for Welsh businesses, creating jobs 37% 23% +57 65% 8%
... cutting carbon emissions and ensuring Wales contributes its fair share to o . o 0 o
the global challenge of protecting the climate 33% 24% 5% +51 62% 1%
m Very persuasive m Fairly persuasive m Neither ® Not very persuasive Not at all persuasive *NET score = % persuasive minus
% not persuasive.
N\ =2:BMG
‘; RenewableUK DO01. How persuasive do you find each of the following as reasons to invest more in renewable energy in Wales? 11

Al Base: All respondents (1001) an RSK company



Some messages are more popular with particular sets of voters

Messages rated by how persuasive they are by voting intent in 2026 Senedd Election

Message Total Plaid Cymru Labour | Conservatives

... make the most of Wales weather and natural wind and sea resources, rather
than letting the opportunity pass by

65 64

... help bring bills down over the long term, making energy more affordable for
working people

... create skilled, well-paid and much needed jobs in towns that have seen factories

and heavy industry close o4

... strengthen Wales's energy security by reducing reliance on imported fossil fuels 49

... cut Wales's reliance on unstable oil and gas supplies, helping protect

households from price spikes 4

... will cut harmful air pollution, giving families across Wales cleaner air and better
health

... support communities across Wales - with 37p for every £1 of profit reinvested

49

: : ) 51

into community benefit funds

... boosting local growth in Wales by attracting investment, providing opportunities 55

for Welsh businesses, creating jobs

... cutting carbon emissions and ensuring Wales contributes its fair share to the 32

global challenge of protecting the climate

. HNe oo

_} RenewableUK DO01. How persuasive do you find each of the following as reasons to invest more in renewable energy in Wales? —t— B M G
7 CYMRU Base: All respondents (1001). Liberal Democrats not charted due to low base size. an RSK company



Message testing sheets: Reform and Plaid

Message

... boosting local growth in Wales by attracting
investment, providing opportunities for Welsh
businesses, creating jobs

... make the most of Wales weather and natural wind
and sea resources, rather than letting the opportunity
pass by

... create skilled, well-paid and much needed jobs in
towns that have seen factories and heavy industry
close

... help bring bills down over the long term, making
energy more affordable for working people

... support communities across Wales — with 37p for
every £1 of profit reinvested into community benefit
funds

... strengthen Wales's energy security by reducing
reliance on imported fossil fuels

... will cut harmful air pollution, giving families across
Wales cleaner air and better health

... cut Wales's reliance on unstable oil and gas
supplies, helping protect households from price spikes

... cutting carbon emissions and ensuring Wales
contributes its fair share to the global challenge of
protecting the climate

Y
— RenewableUK
/ CYMRU

Reform UK
NET

+55

+54

+54

+52

+51

+49

+49

All Wales
NET avg

+57

vs.
average

-2

-11

-12

-11

-19

-19

Plaid Cymru voters (May vote intention)

Message

... support communities across Wales - with 37p for
every £1 of profit reinvested into community benefit
funds

... help bring bills down over the long term, making
energy more affordable for working people

... create skilled, well-paid and much needed jobs in
towns that have seen factories and heavy industry close

... cut Wales's reliance on unstable oil and gas
supplies, helping protect households from price spikes

... will cut harmful air pollution, giving families across
Wales cleaner air and better health

... strengthen Wales's energy security by reducing
reliance on imported fossil fuels

... boosting local growth in Wales by attracting
investment, providing opportunities for Welsh
businesses, creating jobs

... make the most of Wales weather and natural wind
and sea resources, rather than letting the opportunity
pass by

... cutting carbon emissions and ensuring Wales
contributes its fair share to the global challenge of
protecting the climate

D01. How persuasive do you find each of the following as reasons to invest more in renewable energy in Wales?
Base: All respondents (1001)

Plaid
Cymru
NET

+73

+72

+70

+70

+70

+68

+68

+64

+64

All Wales Vs.

NET avg average
+60 +13
+64 +8
+63 +7
+60 +10
+60 +10
+61 +7
+57 +11
+65 -1
+51 +13
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